
African wild dogs use sneezes to communicate their willingness to join a hunt. Woodpeckers 
rely on their extraordinary tongues—nearly half the length of their bodies—to help prevent 
concussions. Meanwhile, young ravens, facing food theft from older birds, band together to 
resist bullying.

In the stories of the 60 unique creatures featured in this book, you’ll uncover the hidden secrets 
of the natural world. These animals showcase an array of quirky adaptations and fascinating 
behaviors. Whether by acquiring new skills, collaborating with others, or devising competitive 
tactics, each behavior demonstrates how these creatures succeed in their habitats. This 
collection highlights land, sea, and air animals whose behaviors go beyond imagination. 
Through humorous writing and detailed, realistic illustrations, the book reveals the mysterious 
and captivating sides of the animal kingdom.
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Author Po-Yen Tseng
Po-Yen Tseng pursued a degree in Life Sciences at National Taiwan University, driven by a passion 
for biology, and later earned a master’s degree in the field. He enjoys spending time reading 
news, researching academic papers, and writing popular science articles—even during his 
military leave, which his comrades found far from relaxing. He hopes to introduce readers to a 
wide variety of organisms and inspire them to embrace the idea that “being different is normal.”

Illustrator Wei-Chun Hsu
Wei-Chun Hsu, a Zhongli resident, has a love for unsweetened, ice-free tea and a deep passion 
for the ocean. A lifelong admirer of zoos and drawing, he has enjoyed sketching animals since 
childhood. Typically lively and talkative, he becomes focused and quiet when in “drawing mode.” 
Hsu graduated from the Graduate Institute of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at National 
Taiwan University. While continuing his research, he explored various artistic media, including 
watercolor, oil painting, and ink painting, under the guidance of mentors. His artwork often 
centers on his favorite subject—marine creatures—with the aim of using art to invite others into 
the fascinating world of the ocean.

This book does not have a full English translation.
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The Endless Fascinating 
Secrets of Nature
 by Wenxuan Zeng

Getting to Know Little Monsters 
and Ourselves
 by Da-Li Lin

The evolutionary biologist Charles 
Darwin once wrote in On the Origin of 
Species: “From so simple a beginning, 
endless forms most beautiful and most 
wonderful have been, and are being, 
evolved.” As you follow the stories of 
the 60 little creatures in this book, you’ll 
discover that, throughout the natural 
world, there are always secrets waiting to 
be unearthed.

The creatures in this book showcase 
all sorts of quirky structures, curious skills, 
and interesting behaviors. Whether it’s 
adding new skills, cooperating with peers, 
or establishing competitive strategies, 
each behavior unveils how they adapt to 
and survive in their environments.

The natural world, as described 
h e re ,  i s  b re a t h t a k i n g l y  b e a u t i f u l ; 
yet, at the same time, it often defies 
expectations and brings laughter. For 
example, the Chinese softshell turtle 
can urinate through its mouth, while 
herring schools communicate through 
fart sounds—the former adapts to high 

Memos From Incredible Animals 
introduces the characteristics, behaviors, 
and habits of 60 different creatures, 
as well as the roles they play in human 
culture and their environments. While we 
may marvel at their appearances and 
unique abilities, for these creatures, such 
traits are simply part of daily life. This 
reminds us that the reason we find them 
“strange” or label them “monsters” lies in 
our limited understanding of nature.

H u m a n s  a re  j u s t  o n e  p a r t  of 
biodiversity; each species’ form and 
behavior contribute to its survival and 
enable it to thrive in places humans 
find difficult to reach—like the skies, 
mountains, deserts, polar regions, and 
deep seas. Biodiversity not only reveals 
the complexity and wonders of life but 
also serves as a reminder that humans are 
part of this diversity, not above it. You’ll 
realize that in the wild, without oil and 
electricity, the human pursuit of fame and 
fortune becomes meaningless. What’s left 
is a body that runs neither fast nor jumps 
high, cannot climb trees, swims poorly, 
and is generally weak.

salinity environments, while the latter can 
avoid predators that cannot hear these 
sounds. These creatures stop at nothing 
to adapt to their surroundings.

Through the lighthearted text in 
Memos From Incredible Animals, we can 
deeply appreciate animals' astonishing 
abil ities to survive in adversity. And 
amid the laughter, we are reminded of 
our sensory limitations and knowledge 
boundaries, showing that what we see 
and know is only a small part of nature. 
The world is vast and filled with wonders; 
every corner is a stage for evolution. 
Although these creatures may be small, 
their brilliant performances are worth a 
lifetime of exploration.

This foreword has been edited for the 
purposes of this booklet.

Wenxuan Zeng holds a Master's Degree 
in Ecological Evolution at the National 
Taiwan Normal University. 

Undeniably, human capabilities 
and cognition are limited. Advances in 
science and technology have taken us to 
the moon and allowed us to dive deep into 
the sea, but every life faces death, and 
every species has an endpoint. Evolution is 
the mechanism by which life finds a way, 
leading to both the extinction of species 
and the birth of new ones. Homo sapiens, 
as a species guided by intelligence, should 
recognize its place in the world of life and 
coexist with all other beings on Earth.

Our capabilities and cognition, 
though remarkable, are undeniably limited. 
While science and technology have taken 
us to the moon and the depths of the 
ocean, every life faces death, and every 
species has an endpoint. Evolution drives 
life forward, resulting in both the extinction 
of species and the emergence of new ones. 
As a species guided by intelligence, Homo 
sapiens must recognize their place in the 
web of life and coexist with all other beings 
on Earth.

Da-Li Lin is a deputy researcher at the 
Biodiversity Research Institute
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